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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Europe on December 23, 2001 . However, the application was filed in 
the United States on December 20, 2001 thereby negating any possible benefit of 
claiming Foreign Priority in the application. Thus the date of invention for this application 
will be December 20, 2001 . 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers filed under 35 U.S.C. 119 (a)-(d) based on an 
application filed in Europe on December 23, 2001 . Applicant has not complied with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.63(c), since the oath, declaration or application data sheet 
does not acknowledge the filing of any foreign application. A new oath, declaration or 
application data sheet is required in the body of which the present application should be 
identified by application number and filing date. The examiner suggests removing the 
foreign priority claimed in the oath since the foreign application was filed after the one 
filed in the United States. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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4. Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Computer readable code is considered 
functional descriptive material and as such is not patentable subject matter. See MPEP 
2106(IV)(B)(1)(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an internatipnal application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lowell 
(U.S. Patent Number: 6,381,632). 

Claim 1 : Lowell discloses, in a computing environment, a system for 
providing a reward to a user of the Internet for desired web site visiting behavior, said 
system comprising: 

a. Means for loading a first web document to a user's computer, said 
first web document having a hyperlink to a second web document. (Col 3, 
line 60 through Col 4, line 3) 

b. Means for monitoring whether said user navigates to said second 
web document. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 
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c. Means for monitoring whether said user returns to said first 
document. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 

d. Means for providing a reward to said user in response to the user 
returning to the first web document from the second web document. (Col 
6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 2: Lowell discloses the system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a. Means for starting a timer in response to the user selecting the 
hyperlink in the first web document. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

b. Means for stopping the timer when the user returns to the first web 
document and determining a timer value. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

c. Means for comparing the timer value to a first and a second 
threshold value, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if the 
timer value is greater than the first threshold value and smaller than the 
second threshold value. (Col 7, 26-34) 

Claim 3: Lowell discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the user accesses 
the first and second web documents on the user's computer which is a client computer, 
said system further comprising: 

a. Means for storing a client computer system time in response to the 
user selecting the hyperlink. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 
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b. Means for calculating a time value for time spent at the second web 
document by comparing a current client computer system time to the 
stored client computer system time when the user returns to the first web 
document, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if the time value 
is greater than a first threshold value and smaller than a second threshold 
value. (Col 6, lines 50-55 and Col 7, lines 26-34) 

Claim 4: Lowell discloses the system of claim 3, wherein said means for 
providing the reward to the user further comprising means for providing positively priced 
information to the client computer. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5; and Col 9, lines 
1-5) 

Claim 5: Lowell discloses the system of claim 3. wherein the first web 
document is associated with a server computer and said means for providing the reward 
further comprises: 

a. Means for storing unique user identification data on the client 
computer. (Col 6, lines 27-30) 

b. Means for storing user information required to reward the user on 
the server computer, the user information being retrievable based on the 
unique user identification data. (Col 8, lines 54-67) 
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c. Means for providing the unique user identification data to the server 
computer in response to the user returning to the first web document for 
retrieval of the user information to effect the reward. (Col 4, line 37 
through Col 5, line 13) 

Claim 6: Lowell discloses the system of claim 1 , further comprising means 
for loading program data to the user's computer concurrently with the loading of the first 
web document, the program data being executable for monitoring the user selecting the 
hyperlink and returning to the first document and for requesting the reward when the 
user returns to the first web document. (Col 4, lines 4-27; Col 5, lines 26-36; and Col 7, 
lines 6-15) 

Claim 7: Lowell discloses the system of claim 2, wherein said first threshold 
value is a time period necessary for a human user to perceive information provided by 
the second web document. (Col 7, lines 6-15) 

Claim 8: Lowell discloses the system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
reward comprises one or more elements from the set of: further information; a music 
file; a video file; a software product; access to an electronic service; bonus points 
usable within an e-commerce business; and a cash payment. (Col 6, line 65 through 
Col 7, line 5) 
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Claim 9: 



Lowell discloses the system according to claim 1 , farther 



* comprising: means for administrating statistical information after said user returns to 
said first web document to measure attractiveness of said second web document due to 
its accessibility through said hyperlink from said first web document. (Col 8, lines 6-21) 

Claim 1 0: Lowell discloses a computer readable code for providing a reward 
to a user of the Internet for desired web site visiting behavior, said code comprising: 



a. First subprocesses for loading a first web document to a user's 
computer, said first web document having a hyperlink to a second web 
document. (Col 3, line 60 through Col 4 line 3) 



to said second web document. (Col A\ line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 

c. Third subprocesses for monitoring whether said user returns to said 
first document. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 

d. Fourth subprocesses for providing a reward to said user in 
response to the user returning to the first web document from the second 
web document. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 



Claim 1 1 : Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
further comprising: 



b. 



Second subprocesses for monitoring whether said user navigates 



a. 



Fifth subprocesses for starting a timer in response to the user 



selecting the hyperlink in the first web document. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 
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b. Sixth subprocesses for stopping the timer when the user returns to 
the first web document and determining a timer value. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

c. Seventh subprocesses for comparing the timer value to a first and a 
second threshold value, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if 
the timer value is greater than the first threshold value and smaller than 
the second threshold value. (Col 7, 26-34) 

Claim 12: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
wherein the user accesses the first and second web documents on the user's computer 
which is a client computer, said code farther comprising: 

a. Eighth subprocesses for storing a client computer system time in 
response to the user selectings the hyperlink. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

b. Ninth subprocesses for calculating a time value for time spent at 
the second web document by comparing a current client computer system 
time to the stored client computer system time when the user returns to 
the first web document, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if 
the time value is greater than a first threshold value and smaller than a 
second threshold value. (Col 6, lines 50-55 and Col 7, lines 26-34) 

Claim 13: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 12, 
wherein said fourth subprocesses further comprises providing positively priced 
information to the client computer. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5; and Col 9, lines 
1-5) 
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Claim 14: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 12, 
wherein the first web document is associated with a server computer and said fourth 
subprocesses further comprises: 

a. Tenth subprocesses for storing unique user identification data on 
the client computer. (Col 6, lines 27-30) 

b. Eleventh subprocesses for storing user information required to 
reward the user on the server computer, the user information being 
retrievable based on the unique user identification data. (Col 8, lines 54- 
67) 

c. Twelfth subprocesses for providing the unique user identification 
data to the server computer in response to the user returning to the first 
web document for retrieval of the user information to effect the reward. 
(Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 13) 

Claim 15: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
further comprising thirteenth subprocesses for loading program data to the user's 
computer concurrently with the loading of the first web document, the program data 
being executable for monitoring the user selecting the hyperlink and returning to the first 
document and for requesting the reward when the user returns to the first web 
document. (Col 4, lines 4-27; Col 5, lines 26-36; and Col 7, lines 6-15) 
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Claim 16: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein said first threshold value is a time period necessary for a human user to 
perceive information provided by the second web document. (Col 7, lines 6-15) 

Claim 17: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 16, 
wherein said reward comprises one or more elements from the set of: further 
information; a music file; a video file; a software product; access to an electronic 
service; bonus points usable within an e-commerce business; and a cash payment. (Col 
6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 18: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
further comprising: fourteenth subprocesses for administrating statistical information 
after said user returns to said first web document to measure attractiveness of said 
second web document due to its accessibility through said hyperlink from said first web 
document. (Col 8, lines 6-21) 

Claim 19: Lowell discloses a computerized method to provide a reward to a 
user interacting with a computer network, said method comprising the steps of: 

a. Loading a first document onto a network access device of the user 
in response to a user request to download the first document, the first 
document having a hyperlink to a second document. (Col 3, line 60 
through Col 4, line 3) 

b. Determining whether said user selects the hyperlink and navigates 
to said second document. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 
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c. Determining whether said user returns to said first document. (Col 
4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 

d. Providing a reward to said user after said user returns to said first 
document. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 20: Lowell disclose the computerized method of claim 19, further 
comprising the steps of: 

a. If it is determined that the user has returned to the first document, 
determining an amount of time for the user spent by the user before 
returning to the first document. (Col 6, lines 50-55, Col 7, lines 6-15 and 
Col 8, lines 6-21) 

b. Comparing the amount of time to a first threshold value and a 
second threshold value. (Col 6, lines 50-55, Col 7, lines 6-15 and Col 8, 
lines 6-21) 

c. Providing the reward only if the amount of time is greater than the 
first threshold value and smaller than the second threshold value. (Col 7, 
lines 27-34) 

Claim 21 : Lowell discloses the computerized method of claim 19, wherein the 
user accesses at least one server computer associated with the computer network 
using the network access device, said method further comprising the steps of: 
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a. Storing unique user identification data on the network access 
device. (Col 6, lines 27-30) 

b. Storing user information required to reward the user by said server 
computer, the user information being retrievable based on the unique user 
identification data. (Col 8, lines 54-67) 

c. Providing the unique user identification data to the server computer 
in response to the user returning to the first document for retrieval of the 
user information to effect the reward. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 13) 

Claim 22: Lowell discloses the computerized method according to claim 20, 
wherein said first threshold is a time period necessary for a human user to perceive 
information provided by the second document. (Col 7, lines 6-15) 

Claim 23: Lowell discloses the computerized method according to anyone of 
claim 19, wherein said reward comprises one or more elements from the set of: further 
information; a music file; a video file; a software product; access to an electronic 
service; bonus points usable within an e-commerce business; and a cash payment. (Col 
6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 24: Lowell discloses the computerized method according to claim 19, 
further comprising the step of: administrating statistical information after said user 
returns to said first document to measure attractiveness of said second document due 
to its accessibility through said hyperlink from said first document. (Col 8, lines 6-21) 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Yacenda (WO 01/70359) which disclose a method of providing 
online gaming in which users moving from one hyperlinked document to 
another is tracked and awards are granted based upon user interaction. 

b. Himmel et al . (US Patent Number: 6,321 ,256) which discloses 
monitoring client access to documents over a computer network. 

c. Yacenda (US Patent Number: 6,383,078) which discloses an on- 
line lottery gamming system in which users are rewarded for interacting 
with banner advertisements. 

d. Steinman et al . (PGPUG US 2003/0105663 A1) which discloses a 
network based sweepstake system in which cookies are utilized to track 
users behavior. 

e. David Reillv ("Java Network Programming FAQ", April 2000, 
http://www.davidreilly.com/java/java_network_programming/) which 
discusses utilizing java and the http protocol to create customized cookies 
for developing persistant state tracking of users across a network that are 
more advanced that those inherently provided in HTTP 1.1. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the. 
examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is (571) 



Application/Control Number: 10/034,973 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 3622 

272-8198. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 5pm Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



jvb 

November 9, 2005 




